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THIS week the Brianne reser-

voir reaches holding capacity,  mittee went into actio

and & seven year saga comes Lafiare e aent i the

s ===t As water reaches
It all began when a public WA the St ittee and
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ing was he'd at Rhandir-
m% on November
22nd, 1965. It was decided
to form a Detence Commit-
tee that would fight the water
propesas of the West Glam-
orgen Joint Committes of
Local Authorities.

This was the beginning of a
long fight to save the spec-
tacularly  beautiful upper
Towy Valley from the hands
of the 'dam builders’.

The upper resches of the
Towy ley were known to
few, The non-exisience of
turmaced roads made the
place _inaccessible except Lo F

Wiio scorned the wse bl

capacity level only
memories remain

.~ 7 “ByRhiannon Davies

A h:mﬁ four nmnjths t?i- LOST
lowied uring which the

valley was treasured and By lamt week, the v-l'ai_er
photographed. The deep had reached its capacily
poals and the bouncing rivers level, and this part of our
gained the special beauty of  tountryside was lost for
that which serms [mmortal  ©VeT-

and cverlasting but was sud- The 300 fool high wall of
Aoaly faced with destruction. grey rock stands unsdorned,
There wos never 1o be an- a mopument o that which it
ollker summer when one has destroyed.

Ehher'on foot or Horsebsck fhe rivcr bank SavoUrNE (he 1 EroTis" Gne 't ‘e _ ok
sound of peace. eautiful svenes in Wales

MIRACLE A NEED Foaembics 2 TArd. i -anupe

wg::: g:?;l ﬁtg‘l:‘e;f lttnh?; r"l'll1 June 19th, 1067, the :vrilt!itﬂn:?:!?f Fﬁ‘?trjil':':'fnf o
preciate  the  stecp-sided HT;f..tﬂ"i;m E;:El;nﬁgu::r |h32':ﬁ: rsgg:hgl?lsnﬂulu:m

valley whose sides blazed
during the summer with yel-
low gorse and purple

it the conclusion that there 4 tip aleng the precarions
was without doubt a need for ‘seentc road’ with its hairpin
& reservoir. hends will ‘be more than re-

heather.

As  time passed most
of our courndryside was
opened up by roads to the
tripper, It seems little less
than a miracie that the vaHey
was not turned into one of the

mﬂ«dtnm{ihg monstrosities
known as beauty spois, com-

plete with pienic sites and

e posal to build a 300
fi1. hiﬂgmrtuuillinn reservoir
with a capacity of 13,400 mil-
lion gallons, from ﬁﬁum:
million ons o

utrﬁﬂ- almost made

one wish that the place was

a beauty spol.
With no experience of

Aabting. & proposal_of this

2%

the niz apd many more
were pul forward in defence
« of the vallev,

Tha 10 davs that the en-
quiry lasted were stretched
over fwo months,
on February 9th, 1

As the doors closed on the

fingers

A valley which should
have been a heritage for
future generations was irre-
vocably lost

The bulldozers soon moved
in and the valley was torn

Thhu altie vd beyond recognie

tion. The village of Rhandir-
mwyn and the town of Lian-
dovery also began to take on
a new identity, as did the
local people when they real
ized the change that was
taking place.

Some people gave in to the
attraction of high wages, only
to be left disenchanted now
that the dom has finished,
leaving them 1o “live™ on the
comparatively small wages
they now earn.

Others voiced their dissatis.
faction and carried on living
normally, oniy to find that
their daughters were running
away with the ‘travelling

en’.

Early this vear the dam
wall 'was completed, the
valves were closed and water
began hulldlnf up.

[t was a rebef to watch the
gears that replaced the dig-
nity of the valley disappear.
Work continued on the long
slipway that would carry ex:
coss water and the bridges

paid the spectscular
views of the lake, _

Mountaing which rise out
af the ‘lake are partly
covered by trees, heather
and  gorse, ﬂThr massive
‘Carreg Clochdy' stands as a
sentinel surveving  its ‘?!h-“-"‘-
main. It at least remains un-
changed.

It is =murprising how
quickly one forgets and al-
ready memories are growing
dim of the pools and rocks.

What will never be for-
gotten is the intangible feel-
ing of peace that arose from
knowing that there were no
other people within miles,
and thai the only sounds
were those of the river, the
gsheep and the occastonal
buzzard or raven.

These sounds are noticeahle
in  their absence.  Livn
Brinnne lies silent

Already a few wild fowl
are discovering a new habi-
tat and pe the day will
come when s of ducks
and geese will alight on the
lake.

While those that are stran.
FETE EaEp reveran at the |
he:ut?. those of us knew
the former glory stand a
little sadly over the lake
treasuring memories of days

% - g that would cross it. never to be reldived.
said tﬁ&;ﬂlﬁr 1 had stood °
. for a common interest. ¥ \



